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These attacks come on under the influence of cold, and are most 
marked, not while the man is at work with the hammer, but usually 
early in the morning or after work. The fingers affected are in right- 
handed men the little, ring, middle, and more rarely, the index of 
the left hand, and the tips of the fingers of the right hand, with some- 
times the whole of the index finger and sometimes the tlramb. In 
left-handed men this condition in the two hands is reversed. 

The fingers affected are numb and clumsy while the vascular spasm 
persists. As it passes over there may be decided discomfort and even 
pain, but the hands soon become normal in appearance and as a 
usual thing the men do not complain of discomfort between the 
attacks. There are no serious secondary effects following these 
attacks. 

The condition is undoubtedly caused by the use of the air hammer; 
it is most marked in those branches of stonework where the air ham- 
mer is most continuously used and it is absent only in the one branch 
where the air hammer is used little or not at all. Stonecutters who 
do not use the air hammer do not have this condition of the fingers. 

'Apparently, once the spastic anemia has been set up it is very slow 
in disappearing. Men who have given up the use of the air hammer 
for many years still may have their fingers turn white and numb in 
cold weather. 

According to the opinion of the majority of stonecutters, the con- 
dition does not impair the skill in the fingers for ordinary interior 
stonccutting and carving, but may make it impossible for a man to 
do outside cutting in cold weather or to take up a skilled trade which 
exposes the hands to cold. 

The trouble seems to be caused by three factors — long continued 
muscular contraction of the fingers in holding the tool, the vibrations 
of the tool, and cold. It is increased by too continuous use of the 
air hammer, by grasping the tool too tightly, by using a worn, loose 
air hammer, and by cold in the working place. If these features can 
be eliminated the trouble can probably be decidedly lessened. 



PREVALENCE OF MALARIA IN CERTAIN STATES DURING 

JANUARY, 1918. 

The study of the prevalence and geographic distribution of malaria 
by the circularization of physicians has been carried on by the United 
States Public Health Service for several years. In cooperation with 
the State health authorities, the Public Health Service mails each 
month to the physicians in certain States cards on which each phy- 
sician is asked to report the numher of new cases of malaria occurring 
in his practice during the month. The reports show also the types 



April 0, 101S 



490 



of infection and whether or not the diagnoses were confirmed by the 
use of the microscope. 

Keports for the month of January, 1918, have been received from 
physicians in Georgia, New Jersey, Ohio, the eastern part of Texas, 
and Virginia. The following table shows the results of the circu- 
larization in these States : 

Summary of postal-card reports of malaria for the month of January, 1918. 



Cards mailed-. 

Cards returned unclaimed 

Beplies received 

Percentage of replies received 

Counties represented in replies 

Countiesfrom which no replies were received. 

Towns or cities represented in replies 

Cases of malaria report ed 

Types of infection: 

Tertian 

Quartan 

Estivo-autumnal 

Cases reported confirmed microscopically: 

Tertian 

Quartan 

Estivo-autumnal 

Cases of hemoglobinuric fever reported 



Georgia. 



3,421 
60 

164 

4.88 

103 

47 

242 
120 

53 
12 

18 

7 
2 
4 



New 
Jersey. 



3,012 

83 

950 

32.43 
21 



218 
79 

57 
5 

« 



Ohio. 



7,912 

100 

1,262 

16.15 

51 

37 

316 

11 



Texas 

(eastern 

half). 



3,450 
109 

620 

18.55 

104 

9 

277 
572 

239 
111 

S2 

56 
9 

24 
7 



Virginia. 



2,420 
27 
810 

33.84 
100 



440 
219 

103 
22 
41 

18 
*6 
11 



